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1. Background
Hawthorn Academy is a trauma-informed, therapeutic SEMH provision. We prioritise building trusting relationships, emotional safety, and tailored support to meet each pupil’s individual needs. Admissions decisions are guided by the suitability of our provision to meet the pupil’s primary need, the views of families and professionals, and our ability to ensure the wellbeing of all learners.
This Admissions Policy sets out the arrangements for entry to Hawthorn Academy, a specialist provision for pupils aged 11–16 with Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) needs. The admissions arrangements have been adopted by the Propeller Academy Trust (PAT) from the original Supplementary Funding Agreement.
2. [bookmark: 2._Planned_number_of_places_(PAN)]Planned number of places (PAN)
The planned number of places (PAN) at Hawthorn Academy is 50 (at 4th June 2025) in the age range 11–16.
During the school’s opening phase, pupils will need to be the appropriate age for the year groups on offer 
· 2025 – 2026: Year 7 only 
· 2026 – 2027: Year 7 & 8 only 
· 2027 – 2028: Year 7, 8 & 9 only 
· 2028 – 2029: Year 7, 8, 9 & 10 only 
· 2029 – 2030: Year 7,8, 9, 10 & 11 only
3. [bookmark: 3._Admission_Process]Admission Process

Except in the circumstances described below, Hawthorn Academy may not admit a child to the school unless an Education and Health Care Plan is maintained for that child and the school (or the predecessor-maintained school of the same name) is named in the child’s EHCP.
Where the Academy Trust considers that there is a need to increase the planned number of places, the Academy Trust must seek the approval of the Secretary of State.
The Propeller Academy Trust may admit a child without an EHCP if:
3.1. They are admitted for the purposes of an assessment of their educational needs and their admission to the school is with the agreement of the Local Authority, the school and the child’s parent
3.2. They remain admitted following an assessment under section 323 of the Education Act 1996
3.3. They are admitted following a change in circumstances with the agreement of the LA, the school, and their parents
If a child without an EHCP has been admitted to a PAT member school for the purposes of an assessment, the school may allow the child to remain at the school:
(i) Until the expiry of ten school days after the local authority serve a notice under section 325 of the Education Act 1996 that they do not propose to make an EHCP, or
(ii) Until an EHCP is made.

Where the LA intend to name a PAT member school in an EHCP and have served a copy of the proposed EHCP on Hawthorn Academy, the school must respond within 15 days.

The Academy (in this case Hawthorn) must consent to being named, except where admitting a child would be incompatible with the provision of efficient education for other children and where no reasonable steps may be made to secure compatibility. In deciding whether a child’s inclusion would be incompatible with the efficient education of other children the school must have regard to the relevant guidance issued by the Secretary of State to maintained schools.
If the Academy determines that admitting the child would be incompatible with the provision of efficient education, it must, within 15 days of receipt of the LA’s notice, notify the LA in writing that it does not agree that the Academy should be named in the pupil’s EHCP. Such notice must include matters the Academy relies upon in support of its contention that: (a) admitting the child would be incompatible with efficiently educating other children; and (b) the Academy cannot take reasonable steps to secure this compatibility.
Where the LA maintains an EHCP for a child under section 324 of the Education Act 1996 and a member school’s name is specified in the EHCP, the school must admit that child to the school even if they consider that the school should have not been named in the child’s EHCP.
Where Hawthorn Academy considers that they should not have been named in a child’s EHCP, they may ask the Secretary of State to determine that the LA has acted unreasonably in naming the school and to make an order directing the LA to amend the child’s EHCP by removing the name of the school. Where the Secretary of State makes an order to this effect, the school will cease to be under an obligation to admit the child from the date of the Secretary of State’s order or from such date as the Secretary of State specifies. In specifying a date, the Secretary of State must take into account both the welfare of the child in question and the degree of difficulty caused to the school by the child’s continued admission.
Where the Secretary of State determines that the LA has acted unreasonably in naming our school in a child’s EHCP the Academy must continue to admit the child until the school ceases to be named in the EHCP.
If a parent or guardian of a child in respect of whom a EHCP is maintained by the local authority appeals to the First-tier Tribunal (Special Educational Needs and Disability) either against the naming of our school in the child’s EHCP or asking the Tribunal to name a school, the school agrees to be bound by the decision of the tribunal on any such appeal even if the decision is different to that of the Secretary of State.
Where Hawthorn Academy, the Secretary of State, or the First-Tier Tribunal (Special Educational Needs and Disability) have determined that it should be named, the school shall admit the child to the school notwithstanding any provision of Annex 1 of the Supplemental Agreement.
4. Admission Indicators
4.1. In considering pupils for admission, all the evidence will suggest Social, Emotional &/or Mental Health as the pupil’s primary need.  We recognise that many pupils will also have co-occurring needs (e.g., communication and interaction difficulties, sensory differences), but admission is based on whether Hawthorn Academy is the most appropriate provision to meet the primary need of SEMH in a safe, inclusive, and therapeutic environment.
Pupils who meet the entry criteria present with: 
· significant difficulties with emotional regulation and emotional literacy 
· significant difficulties with social communication 
· significant difficulties with accessing learning in a mainstream environment/ emotional barrier to learning 
· cognitive abilities that fall within the average range or just below, to include pupils with mild learning difficulties. It is likely that due to the pupils SEMH needs that there have been gaps in their access to learning, requiring an individualised learning programme in their current setting and that they may be working up to 2 years below age related expectations in the National Curriculum. 
   We work closely with families, carers, and referring professionals throughout the admissions process to ensure a smooth, respectful, and informed transition. The voice of the child and their lived experience are central to our approach.
4.2. In ascertaining this, consideration is given to a range of areas, and pupils who are likely to present with all/some of the following difficulties alongside their SEMH needs:
· Anxiety
· a diagnosis of Autism or ADHD 
· attention control difficulties
· sensory processing differences 
· literacy difficulties which require specialist support or alternative methods of recording 
· difficulties in understanding or using higher-level language
· fine and gross motor skill difficulties 




1

image3.jpg
Propeller

ademy Trust




image4.png





                                      Admissions  Policy              

Statutory Policy  Yes  

Frequency of Review  Annually  

Author  Head teacher  

Approved   by  Local Governing Board  

Date Approved   

Reviewed  June 2025  

Date of Next Review  June 2026   (unless there is a  statutory or m aterial change)  

